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CONFIDENTIAL ATHENS 3801 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR MOPS GR TU 

SUB J : GREEK NAVAL EXERCISES 

REF A. ANKARA 4740 (NOTAL) B. USDAO ATHENS 180855Z JUN 74 (NOTAL) 
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1. REPORT OF HN SUBMARINE AND MINEWARFARE EXERCISES 
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DURING PERIOD JUNE 16-30 AND AREAS IN WHICH THESE TO 
TAKE PLACE, AS REPORTED REF A, VERIFIED BY USDAO ATHENS, 

WHICH IN REF B REPORTED AFFIRMATION BY HN THAT SUBNOTICE 
AND NOTICE TO MARINERS ISSUED. HN, WHEN QUERIED BY USDAO, 
DESCRIBED EXERCISE AS ROUTINE AND PART OF SPRING TRAIN- 
ING CYCLE. 

2. NEITHER EMBASSY NOR OTHER US AGENCIES IN GREECE HAVE 
DETAILED KNOWLEDGE OF PAST PATTERN OF TIMING OR LOCATION 
OF HN EXERCISES AND THUS WE ARE IN NO POSITION TO VERIFY 
HN ASSERTION RE INNOCENCE OF EXERCISE. WE ARE STRUCK, 
HOWEVER, BY CLOSE COINCIDENCE OF TIMING OF EXERCISE WITH 
RUMORED SECOND APPEARANCE OF CANDARLI, OR OTHER SHIP COM- 
MITTED TO TURKISH EXPLORATORY ACTIVITIES, AND OF EXERCISE 
AREA WITH THAT PREVIOUSLY DELIMITED IN TURKISH PRESS AS 
LICENSED FOR OIL EXPLORATION BY TURKEY. 

3. IT WOULD APPEAR THAT BOTH GREECE AND TURKEY ARE CON- 
TINUING FOR BENEFIT OF EACH OTHER AND FOR RESPECTIVE 
PUBLIC OPINIONS TO EXERCISE THEIR RIGHTS IN AREA THROUGH 
SCHEDULING OF NAVAL AND AIR EXERCISES (MOST RECENTLY 
REPORTED IN JUNE 17 LONDON TIMES). ALTHOUGH SUCH DEMONSTRA 
TIONS OF NATIONAL WILL AND PUBLIC POLISHING OF ESCUTCHEONS 
BY BOTH SIDES COULD, UNDER WORST CASE ASSUMPTIONS, PRODUCE 
AN INCIDENT, WE WOULD NOT ANTICIPATE THIS UNDER CURRENT 
CIRCUMSTANCES. FORTHCOMING TALKS BETWEEN FOREIGN MINISTERS 
AND IMMINENCE OF LAW OF SEA CONFERENCE MILITATE AGAINST 
DETERIORATION OF SITUATION. TASCA 
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